
 

The Simplified Spelling Society Presidents,  
and Officers and Committee Members, between 1908 and 1987. 

 
PRESIDENTS 

 
Founding President Walter Skeat. 1908–1911.  
Professor of Anglo-Saxon at Cambridge. 
 
Gilbert Murray, O.M. 1911–1946.  
Regius Professor of Greek at Oxford. 
 
Daniel Jones. 1946–1968. 
Professor of Phonetics at University College London and author of classic works on the 
pronunciation of English, The Pronunciation of English (Jones 1956) and English Pronouncing 
Dictionary (Jones 1967). 
 
Sir James Pitman. 1968–1972. 
father of the i.t.a. 
 
John Downing. 1972–1987. 
From 1960–1969 he was Head of Reading Research at the University of London Institute of 
Education, and then Senior Lecturer in Psychology. >moved to Canada in 1970, when he became 
Professor of Psychological Foundations in Education at Victoria University, British Columbia, 
 
Donald Scragg. 1988–2003.  
Director of the Centre for Anglo-Saxon Studies at the University of Manchester. 
 
John C. Wells. 2003–2013. 
Professor, University College, London. 
 
Anatoly Liberman. 2013– 
Professor, University of Minnesota 
  



 

10 September 1908. From the minutes. 
 
President: Rev. Professor W. SKEAT, Litt.D., LL.D., D.C.L., Ph.D. 
 
Vice Presidents: 
Mr. Andrew Carnegie. 
Dr. F. J. Furnivall. 
Sir J. A. H. Murray. 

Dr. Henry Bradley. 
Professor James W. Bright. 

 
Chair: Professor Walter Skeat, Cambridge. 
Secretary: Mr. William Archer, London. 
Treasurer: Dr. F. J. Furnivall, M.A., D.Litt., London. 
 
Committee: 
Mr. William Archer, London. 
Professor James W. Bright, Baltimore. 
Dr. F. J. Furnivall, London. 
Mr. E. P. Gaston, London. 

Professor H Stanley Jevons, Cardiff. 
Mr. J. J. Monro, London. 
Mr. A. W. Pollard, London. 
Dr. Chas. P. G. Scott, New York. 

 
 

 
1917–1918. From The Pyoneer. 

 
President: PROFESSOR GILBERT MURRAY, LL.D., D.LITT., F.B.A. 
 
Vice-Presidents: 
Lieut.-Gen. SIR ROBERT BADEN-POWELL, K.C.B. 
The Reverend Professor W. EMERY BARNES D.D. 
Professor JAMES W. BRIGHT, Ph.D., Litt.D, LL.D. 
The Right Hon. Viscount BRYCE, D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S. 
Miss BURSTALL, M.A., Manchester High School for Girls. 
ANDREW CARNEGIE, LL.D. 
G. A. CHRISTIAN, B.A., Vice-President of the Battersea and Wandsworth Educational Council. 
HENRY COWARD, Mus.Doc. Oxon. 
Sir JAMES CRICHTON-BROWNE, Kt., LL.D., F.R.S., 
Principal Sir James DONALDSON, LL.D. 
J. C. M. GARNETT, M.A., Principal, School of Technology, Manchester. 
FRANK W. GOLDSTONE, M.P. 
Professor CHARLES H. GRANDGENT, (Harvard University, President of the Simplified Spelling 
Board, U.S.A.) 
Professor H. STANLEY JEVONS, M.A. B.Sc., University of Allahabad. 
Professor THOMAS R. LOUNSBURY, LL.D., L.H.D, (Ex-President of the Simplified Spelling Board, 
U.S.A.) 
R.A.V. MACAN, D.Litt., Litt.D., T.C.D., Master of University College, Oxford. 
The Right Hon. THOMAS J. MACNAMARA, P.C., M.P., LL.D., M.A. 
J. P. MAHAFFY, C.V.O., M.A, D.D., Provost, Trinity College, Dublin. 
Sir JAMES A. H. MURRAY, M.A., LL.D., D.C.L., Ph.D. 
J. L. PATON, M.A., High Master, Manchester Grammar School. 
The Right Hon. Sir FREDERICK POLLOCK, Bart., LL.D., D.C.L. 
G. H. RADFORD, LL.B., M.P. 
Sir WILLIAM RAMSEY, K.O.B., LL.D., D.Sc., M.D. 
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MICHAEL SADLER, C.B., LL.D., Vice-Chancellor of the University of Leeds. 
The Right Hon. JAMES PARKER SMITH, D.L. 
Charles E. SPEARMAN, Ph.D. 
THOMAS B. SPRAGUE, M.A., LL.D., F.I.A. Hon. F.F.A. 
W. B. STEER, Ex-President of the National Union of Teachers. 
Bishop WELLDON, Dean of Manchester. 
H. G. WELLS. 
 
Committee: 
WILLIAM ARCHER, M.A. 
E. R. EDWARDS, Docteur de l'Université de Paris. 
HENRY FRANK HEATH, C.B., B.A., Ph.D. 
G. B. HUNTER, D.Sc., Chairman, Messrs. Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson Ltd.  
DANIEL JONES, M.A. 
Professor A. S. NAPIER, D.Litt. 
WALTER RIPMAN, M.A. 
W. H. THOMPSON. 
Miss MARY SPALDING WALKER, B.A., Roan School for Girls. 
SYDNEY WALTON, M.A., B.Litt., F.R.G.S. 
 
Hon. Secretary: WILLIAM ARCHER, M.A. 
Hon. Treasurer: WALTER RIPMAN, M.A. 
Secretary: Miss IRENE MONTAGU. 
 
DURHAM BRANCH 
Hon. Secretary: HENRY DRUMMOND 
 
SOUTH INDIAN BRANCH 
President: Sir W. B. HUNTER. 
Hon. Treasurer: Professor MARK HUNTER, M.A. 
Hon. Secretary: T. A. RAMAIYA, M.A., L.T. 
 
CANADIAN BRANCH 
President: Professor John Gibson HOME, M.A., Ph.D. 
[later] Professor D. R. KEYS, University of Toronto. 
Committee: 
Professor L. E. BURTON 
Principal A. B. COOPER 
Professor L. R. HORNING, Ph.D. 
Professor J. GIBSON-HUME, Ph.D. 
Principal A. PEARSON, B.A. 
H. I. STRANG, LL.D. 
Secretary: JOHN DEARNESS, London, Ontario. 
Corresponding Secretary: Principal: Alexander McQueen. 
 

 
  



 

1940–1946. From the Pamphlets. 
 
President and Chairman of Committee: 
Professor Gilbert Murray, O.M., D.C.L., LL.D., D.Lit., F.B.A. 
 
Vice-Presidents: 
Sir Henry Coward, M.A., Mus. Doc., 
Charles G. Darwin, M.C., M.A., Sc.D., F.R.S., 
Maxwell Garnett C.B.E., M.A., Sc.D., 
William Grant, M.A., LL.D., 
Professor H. Stanley Jevons, M.A., B.Sc., F.G.S., F.S.S., 
R. W. Macan, D.Lit., Litt.D., T.C.D., F.R.S.L., 
David Mair, M.A., 
R. R. Marett, M.A., D.Sc., LL.D., F.B.A., F.R.A.I., 
Sir Richard Paget, Bt., 
Professor D. L. Savory, MA., M.P., 
Percy Simpson, D.Litt., 
Professor C. E. Spearman, Ph.D., LL.D., F.R.S., 
Sir Daniel Stevenson, LL.D., D.L., 
H. G. Wells, B.Sc., 
Professor H. C. Wyld, B.Litt., M.A., Ph.D., 
His Grace the Archbishop of York (Dr. William Temple, M.A., D.Lit., D.D., LL.D.). 
 
Secretary: Thomas R. Barber. 
Treasurer: Henry Drummond, (1940) Isaac J. Pitman, M.A. (1945) 
 
Other Members of Committee 
James Allan, M.A., B.Sc. 
Commander Carlyon Bellairs, R.N. 
R. T. Budin, B.A. 
Miss A. Bullard. 
R. T. Butlin, B.A. 
Professor Sydney Chapman, M.A. 
E. R. Edwards, Docteur de l'Universite de Paris. 
Maurice Harrison, M.A., M.Ed., B.Sc.Econ. 
Peter S. Hadley, B.A. 
Miss Edna Jackson, M.A., A.S.S.T. 
Professor Daniel Jones, M.A., Dr.Phil. 
T. Kingdom, M.A. 
R. Kingdon. 
Professor A Lloyd James, M.A. 

W. Tolme MacCall, M.Sc., M.I.E.E. 
P. A. D. MacCarthy, M.A.  
Professor Henry Martin, M.A. 
Sir Percy Nunn, M.A., D.Sc. 
Harold Orton, B.Litt., M.A. 
Isaac J. Pitman, M.A. 
G. H. Richardson, A.M.Inst..B.E. 
Walter Ripman, M.A. 
J. D. Roberton, B.A., F.E.I.S. 
E. G. Savage, C.B., B.A. 
N. C. Scott, B.A., B.Sc. 
Miss L. Walsh. 
Sydney Walton, C.B.E., M.A., B.Litt.  
B. Wrenick. 

 
Hon. Local Secretary for New Zealand: L. H. James, Wellington, New Zealand. 
 
Hon. Local Secretary for South Africa: W. H. Law, Cape Town.  
 
Bankers. Barclays Bank, Wallsend. 
 

 
  



 

1971. from Pamphlet 11. 
 
President: SIR JAMES PITMAN, K.B.E., M.A., D.HUM.LITT., D.LITT. 
 
Chairman of Committee: PETER A. D. MACCARTHY, M.A. 
 
Vice-Presidents: 
DR. GODFREY DEWEY, ED.D. 
EDNA JACKSON, M.A., L.C.S.T. 
SIR E. GRAHAM SAVAGE, C.B., B.A. 
EMERITUS PROFESSOR HAROLD ORTON, B.LITT., M.A., PH.D., D.LITT.  
RT. HON. LORD MAYBRAY-KING OF SOUTHAMPTON. 
LORD MERTHYR OF SENGHENYDD 
 
Hon Secretary: W. J. REED. 
 
Hon. Treasurer: MAURICE HARRISON, M.A., M.ED., B.SC.ECON. 
 
Members of Committee: 
PROFESSOR DAVID ABERCROMBIE 
MARJORIE B. CHAPLIN, B.A. 
PROFESSOR JOHN DOWNING. 
S. S. EUSTACE, M.A. 
KEITH GARDNER 
STANLEY GIBBS, L.C.T.A. 
PROFESSOR A. C. GIMSON 
ROSEMARY GWINNELL 

J. R. HARRISON, M.A. 
ROGER KINGDOM, M.A. 
DAVID SADLER, H.M.I. (RETD.). 
PROFESSOR N. C. SCOTT 
MRS. J. SHELLEY 
EDWARD SMITH, B.S. 
C. HARRISON WALLACE, M.A. 
H. S. WILKINSON, A.C.I.S. 

 
Bankers: BARCLAYS BANK LTD., LONDON. 
 

 
  



 

January 1976. From News Sheet 5. 
 
Patron: Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 
President: Prof. John Downing. 
 
 

Office 
Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer (Acting) 
Education Secretary 
Financial Secretary 
Publications Secretary 
Records Secretary 
Member 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Name 
Edward Smith 
William Reed 
George O'Halloran 
Mona Cross 
Stanley Gibbs 
Richard J. Lawler 
George O'Halloran 
Ken Lavender 
Eileen O'Hara 
J. Fergus McBridge 
Herbert Wilkinson 
Marjorie Chaplin 
Mr K. Jones  
Vacancy 
George O'Halloran 
J.R. Orange 
B.M.S.T. Darley 
R.E. Hayley 

Until 
1976 
1976 
Resigned 
Co-opted 
1978 
1976 
1976 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
Co-opted 29/11/75 
- 
1976 
1976 
Resigned 
Suspended 

 
1982/3 from News 1 

 
Patron: H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, K.G., K.T. 
President: Professor John Downing Ph.D., A.B.Ps.S., B.A. 
Vice-Presidents: The Rt. Hon. The Lord Maybray-King, P.C., Ph.D.:  
Professor D. Abercrombie, B.A.; Professor A.C. Gimson. 
Mr. C. Jolly (Chairman),  
Mr. S. Gibbs (Hon. Sec.),  
Miss Mona Cross (Hon.Treasurer),  
Mrs Elsie Oakensen, Messrs. W.J. Reed, G. Rae, A. Bye, H Cookson and L Fennelly. 
 

1987 from Journal 6. 
President: John Downiing. 
Vice-Presidents: Professor David Abercrombie, W Reed, Lord Simon of Glaisdale 
Chairman: Chris Jolly  
Secretary: Laurence Fennelly  
Treasurer: Alun Bye  
Public Relations Officer: Mona Cross 
Trustees: Angus Dalgleish, Stanley Gibbs, Elsie Oakensen. 
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